CLASS NOTES

Gold Star daughte pays tribute to dad

Barbara Augsdorfer
Savannah Morming News
USA TODAY NETWORK

In 2018, Shannon Celiz was only 8
years old when her father, SFC Christo-
pher A. Ocliz, was killed in action in Af
ghanistan. Three years later, Shannonis
a fifth grader in the Savannah area and
uses the stability of her education to pay
tribute to her fallen hero.

“My daughter told me that her life is
like a Jenga tower and most of the stur-
dy pieces have been removed since the
death of her father. She feels as though
her school is the last sturdy piece re-
maining at the bottom of the tower,”
says Shannon’s mother, Katherine Celiz.
“If we take that away, her tower will fall
down.”

The Celiz family has received support
from The Folded Flag Foundation, a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization that pro-
vides a pathway for thousands of Gold
Star spouses and children (under the
age of 26) to obtain an education and es-
tablish a career. With education as the
cornerstone, the foundation offers
scholarship and grant opportunities for
college students, as well as for summer
school and summer-related activities
for younger students.

“Without organizations hke 'The
Folded Flag Foundation, Idon’t know if I
would be able to keep my daughter's
Jenga tower standing tall,” Celiz added.

Summer Bonanza
registration extended

Registration has been extended for
the 2021 Summer Bonanza for Chatt

Ella Shaffer is an elghth-grad s;udent
at STEM Academy @ Bartlett.
PROVIDED/SCCPSS

grade. Shaffer’s third-grade science fair
project won first in the region testing
yeast growth with sugar, honey, and
saccharin.

In subsequent years, Shaffer's ex-
periments with wvarious and
yeast continued. In seventh grade last
year she tested fruit/vegetable juices
(apple, orange, carrot, celery) with yeast
growth. This year she tested yeast
growth with low-glycemic sugar alter-
natives.

“I'm extremely proud of Ella and
what she’s been able toaccomplish dur-
ing her middle school career at The
STEM Acad ' said Jimmy Cave,

County youth age 7-14. Summer Bonan-
za has run every year since 1991

The pi will run online every
Salm'day from 10:30-noon, beginning
June 5. “I wanted to not only provide
some summer fun for children, butIalso
‘wanted to have an educational element,
too,” said the program’s founder, Priscil-
la Thomas. “Each child must present a
project at the end of the session about
what impressed them the most and
then present that to all participants and
volunteers.”

Topics include “Cooking in Trina's
Kitchen”, “Wacky Science” with STEAM,
and “Hemojis and Shemojis” for mental
health and wellness.

The Summer Bonanza 2021 program
fee is $10 and is limited to 150 partici-
pants. For more information and to reg-
ister, click on the Summer Bonanza

STEM principal. “Her latest achieve-
ment, the Grand Awardin Biochemistry,
is o ing! Ella is an exceptional
student and I'm looking forward to
hearing about her next accomplish-
ment.”

“It has been a pleasure to watch Ella
grow academically during her time here
at STEM. She has already accomplished
so much, and I have no doubt that will
continue she enters high school,”
added Lauren Kelly, STEM Academy
STEAM Coordinator.

Groves senior wins
ClearWater scholarship

Ash’ana Burns of Groves High School
inGmdenCitymsoneungmduﬂting
seniors at high schools in areas served
hy C]enrwmaer (Alabama, Georgm, Mis-

i, and South C: ) who were

‘website at s com. Paper
applications may be sent by fax to 912-
232-7388.

STEM Academy student
wins State Grand Award

STEM Academv @ Bartlett eighth-
grade student Ella Shaffer was recently
awarded the Grand Award in Biochem-
istry in the Junior Division of the Geor-
gia Science and Engineering Fair. Ella’s
project, “How do low-glycemic sugar al-
ternatives affect bread yeast growth?”
compared multiple natural sweeteners
in the process of baking bread. The pro-
ject won first place for biochemistry at
the Regional Science Fair earlier this
year before advnncmg to sh:te

Shaffer pr d Heard

ded the $1,000 sch

“We are extremely proud of Ash’ana
and impressed by her accomplishments
in the classroom as well as her involve-
ment in activities in her school. We ex-
pect great things from her in the future,”
said ClearWater Garden Citv project
manager Larry Amett. “I'm
that we are again able to recognize tal-
ented young people like Ash’ana in the
Garden City community, and we hope
this scholarship encourages other stu-
dents at Groves High to aim high and
work hard.

“We believe assisting students in ob-
taining a college education is a great in-
vestment in the communities we serve,”
ClearWater President Rick Ailiff said. “A

Elementary where students begin work-
ing on science fair projects in third

does well when its young
people do well, and a college education,
for many young people, is the key that

Shannon Celiz is pictured with with her father SFC Christopher A. Celiz.
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ClearWater Garden City project manager Larry Arnett, left, presents the
certificate and scholarship to Ash’ana Burns of Groves High School.
PROVIDED/CLEARWATER

unlocks the door to opportunities and
sucecess.”

Winning students can use their
scholarships in any college or technical
school in pursuit of the degree of their
choice. High guhool academic perfor-

to jon in a group learning experience
withother executives.

Over the course of nine months, pro-
fessibnals will build relationships witha
smal, diverse group of other executives
froma range of mdustmas 'l‘he program

mance, invol t and fi-
nancial need were considered in choos-
ing the winners.

Georgla Tech offers Professional
Leadership certificate

Georgia Tech-Savannah is introduc-
ing a Professional Leadership certificate
program which will begin in August.
This program has been developed for

leaders to their ca-
reers through education and self-dis-
covery, and for professionals in corpora-
tions and organizations that have dem-
onstrated leadership qualities through
experience and engagement.

Georgia Tech-Savannah has de-
signed a cohort model for individuals
who register for the eight part program

will ulminate ina 1y
on May 17, 2022, as members of the co-
hort are awarded their prestigious Geor-
gia Tech Professional Leadership certif-
icates.

Most of the courses will take place on
the CT Savannah campus with some on-
line excephons A.I] oohort parhmpanlx
will be i
as a group lnthe s(:hedu]ed format to
gradiate in May 2022.

Fer more information about the Pro-
fessional Leadership Certificate, con-
tact the course administrator James
‘Wilburn, EdD, at james wilburn@pe.ga-
tE[‘.h.Bd]].

is the edi
repoter for the Sa.muua.h Morning
Neuwr. Reach her at BAugsdorfer@gan-
nett.2om or on Twitter @Babs7983.
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